
The Future by Nobel laureate Al Gore is an insightful book for the students and 
practitioners looking for global mindset and global business in the global era as it is 
about critical drivers of global change. The premise around which this book revolves is 
that the world is becoming increasingly integrated, complex and dynamic. The book is a 
good mixture of content the readers will love and hate simultaneously. The good part is 
that Gore has brought out the emergence of “Earth Inc.” which has disturbed the status 
quo in relationships to consumer and factor markets and even the governments.  The 
internet revolution has led to the evolution of “the Global Mind,” linking the thoughts 
and feelings of billions of people. The balance of global political, economic, and military 
power is also shifting more visibly than at any time in the history.

The book attempts to look into the aspects of unsustainable growth in 
consumption, pollution and depletion of the planet's vital resources of topsoil, 
freshwater, and living species. Apart from climate change and technological innovation, 
the book unfolds some new ideas- the premise of living in a “new period of hyper-
change the technology revolution carrying us at a speed beyond our imagination.  
Talking of  hyper-change,  it  delves on  vast range of topics although often it becomes 
indigestible to read about so many issues all mixed up and jumbled- all of human and 
geological history, about the whole world, all  frontiers in science, business, politics, 
society and nature can be found here. This wide lense, puts us off but still since we are 
living through a mind-blowing economic and social transformation, we definitely need 
an ambitious political response to the alarming problems raised by him. 

While looking at the rapidly changing global business era, the author seems to 
be influenced by American view point, thus undermining the capacity of emerging 
economies like India, China and even others like Japan.  The bold pronouncement “We 
as human beings now face a choice: either to be swept along by the powerful currents of 
technological change and economic determinism into a future that may threaten our 
deepest values, or to build a capacity for collective decision making on a global scale” (p. 
139 )  appears like a  tall order.  This makes the book somewhat ponderous and revel in 
complexity. 

The book is an attempt to highlight the challenges the planet could be facing if 
the governments across the world do not prioritize issues. The author has an 
intellectual capacity and authority as an expert on the subject. He is thrilled by the 
galaxy of facts he has studied and excited by the connections he draws between them 
but every once in a while, he keeps on slipping from being an evangelist to a superior 
know-it-all. These lapses are visible throughout the book. 

The target market for this book should have been set clearly and the book 
could have assumed certain level of intellectual status of readers. The impression that 
one gets is that there are pages filled with stuff like unnecessarily defining simple terms 
like GDP and explaining it so much.  Not everyone in business will love to read this work 
though those having specific interests in the issues discussed might really like this 
book. 

Gore's focus in The Future has been on the fact that though several drivers of 
change have the potential to bring great benefits to the world, still all are fraught with 
potential dangers. The likeable part is that in addition to the dangers, he also reveals his 
own advice regarding how best to deal with the potential dangers. To give a sample of 
the issues he raises: economically, global outsourcing and “robo-sourcing” threatens to 
leave the middle and working classes jobless, while the rich reap the gains. His 
argument is that the world is rapidly spinning out of control - that we have entered a 
turbulent new age, in which technology is running amok, the planet is being looted ever 
more rapaciously, and governing institutions have been negatively influenced by 
vested interests obsessed with short-term gain rather than long-term sustainability. 
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