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Climate change is a global issue which not only impacts the environment and 
ecosystem but has impact on all spheres of human life. Climate change and global 
warming is no more considered as an environmental issue rather an issue of global 
security and human survival and need immediate attention, action and initiatives from 
all the nations. That's why a strong governing and realistic framework is required to 
devise the role and responsibilities of each nation and how to share the burden with 
equity and fairness among them.
The Associated Chambers of Commerce and Industry of India (ASSOCHAM) organized 
4th National Conference on Climate Change “Mitigation Initiatives and Adaptation 
Challenges Convergence and Action Agenda” on June 18, 2015 at India Habitat Centre, 
New Delhi to address various aspects of climate change and initiatives and adoption 
challenges of  this critical issue. The main objectives of this conference were: 

To create forum for knowledge sharing, innovative solutions and coordination 
amongst various agencies to forge convergence for climate related activities. 
To showcase scalable best practices where convergence is achieved among activities 
undertaken by multiple stakeholders. 
To create awareness and alternatives for involvement of corporate sectors to foster 
partnership between public and private sectors. 
To provide conducive policy environment to enhance mitigation and adaptation 
activities.

The Conference started with an inaugural session followed by two plenary 
sessions where people from government, corporate, NGO, academia and media have 
actively participated. Welcome Address was given by Dr. K.D. Gupta, Chairman, 
ASSOCHAM National Council on Climate Change. This was followed by theme address 
which was given by Ms. Neerja Singh, GEVP & Regional Head, Responsible Banking, YES 
BANK. Mr. Mahesh Babu, Managing Director, IL & FS Environment Infrastructure & 
Services Limited, highlighted upon the role and responsibilities of private sector on the 
subject. 

H. E. Mr. Eivind S. Homme, Ambassador, Embassy of Norway and H.E. Mr. 
Francois Richier, Ambassador, Embassy of France gave the special address on the role of 
various nations to the esteemed gathering. Mr. Francois Richier had the view that the role 
of business community is of utmost important in mitigating climate related challenges 
but it should move parallel with the scientific opinions. He advocated that in the 
forthcoming Paris Conference on Climate Change, we should frame a universal policy 
agenda and a common realistic time-bound agreement among all the nations in reducing 
the carbon emission and global temperature. Mr. Eivind S. Homme said that challenges of 
high economic development and climate change can be met by focusing on three main 
elements: improving resource production, increasing investment on resource 
infrastructure and stressing on innovation. 

Mr. Y.S. Chowdary, Minister of State, Ministry of Science & Technology and 
Earth Science, Government of India, gave the inaugural speech where he stressed on the 
need to 'devise and put in place a contingency climate resilient plan' and specially 
emphasized on how to minimize the effects of climate-induced calamities through 
efficient use of energy and natural resources in India. It was followed by vote of thanks 
given by Mr. Rahul Sharma, Chairman, India-Japan Business Promotion Council, 
ASSOCHAM.
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