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 India is currently the second most populous 
nation in the world. By 2050 India's population is 
expected to touch 1.6 million. Rapid economic growth, 
urbanization, and industrialization alongside this 
population explosion generates significant waste and 
adversely impacts our environment. The rapid strides in 
industrialization of modern India over last few decades 
and a 31.8% growth of urban Indian population touching 
377 million has given rise to a tremendous need as well 
as opportunities for innovative approaches to waste 
management services in our country. 
 This was the thought behind organizing the 
4th National Conference and Awards on Waste to 
Wealth by ASSOCHAM on 30th June 2016 at New 
Delhi. The conference aimed at providing an overview 
of the current state of waste management in the country, barriers faced in its 
effective management as well as to explore the enormous potential business 
opportunities in this sector.

Inaugural Session
 The Conference began with inaugural session and the welcome 
address by Dr. K.D.Gupta, Chairman, ASSOCHAM Waste Management Council. 
He talked about the necessity of Waste Management in the changing business 
environment today and impressed upon how ASSOCHAM aims to foster the 
dialogues among diverse stakeholders to contribute to the process. Citing 
several instances and statistics Dr. Gupta laid the foundation for further 
deliberations on the subject. He expressed that these issues should be 
addressed both by the initiatives of the industry as well as the government.
 Shri Nitin Desai, CEO, Shakti Foundation, and Former Union Secretary 
General for Economic and Social Affairs of the United Nations in his theme 
address opined that four basic approaches of Life Extension, Reuse, Refurbish 
and Resolve should be adopted so that a circular economy is designed where 
waste can be used as a raw material in various industries. Citing examples 
of Fish Farming in Rice Fields in Chinese Agriculture, recovery of chemicals 
from paper industry, recycling of polymer based products, etc. He advocated 
for making the disassembling of various Electronics and IT products easier so 
that components can be reused and recycled.
 Mr. Pankaj Mohindroo, Founder and National President, Indian 
Cellular Association gave the special address. He focused on the necessity of 
influencing the mindset of a typical Indian consumer who looks for economic 
benefit rather than contribution to a genuine cause. He cited several examples 
of recycling waste which has been into practice in the country like “Gobar Gas” 
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