
Sustainable Urban 
Transport - Indian Initiatives

The transport sector is critical to future economic, social and environmental progress. Around the world, cities face 
enormous problems of transport sustainability. Rapidly increasing populations and vehicle use have created gridlock, 
sprawl, rapid growth in oil use and unacceptably high levels of air pollution. Safety is another grave issue which requires 
urgent attention. Climate change due to heavy pollution from transport sector is an international threat and requires 
response from all countries of the world. In the transport sector energy related CO2 emissions are expected to increase by 
nearly 50% by 2030 and by more than 80% by 2050. Mobility, and therefore sustainable mobility in both developed and 
developing world, is an important prerequisite for future economic growth, anchoring social stability and environmental 
protection.
International Association of Public Transport (UITP) defines sustainable transportation system as the one that:
 allows the basic access to needs of individuals and societies to goods, jobs, education, leisure and information to be met 

safely and in a manner consistent with human and ecosystem health, and with equity within and between generations.
is affordable, operates efficiently, offers choice of transport mode for seamless inter modality and supports a vibrant 

economy.
limits emissions and waste within the planet's ability to absorb them, minimizes consumption of nonrenewable 

resources, the use of land and the production of noise, and reuses and recycles its components as much as possible.
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Sustainable mobility is the mobility which is environmentally sound, socially just and economically feasible. It is 
the public transport that performs strongly in all three areas. Public transport is not only more energy efficient, 
socially inclusive, more equitable and space saving but also creates 2-3 times more jobs than private transport. 
Public Transport, therefore, is a dynamic actor in the sustainable future of cities. 
Transportation is the primary source of CO2 and other green house gases, contributing up to 40 % of the cities total 
emissions.  All over the world cities have initiated measures such as increasing the share of public transport and 
non-motorised modes to reduce the negative impacts of urban transport.  Bus Rapid Transit, a new approach in 
bus system operation has put urban transportation on a more sustainable path. The paper describes the 
experience of BRT in Latin American cities, Indian urban transport scenario, policy frame work of Government of 
India and the efforts made by Indian cities to put their public transport on a sustainable path.
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The world is undergoing the largest wave of urban growth in history. 
As per UN's world population highlights 2007, nearly two thirds of 
world's population (about five billion) will live in urban areas by 2030 
and 95 percent of that growth will occur in Africa and Asia. Between 
2000 and 2030, the urban population in Africa and Asia is set to 
double. Asia's urban population will grow from 1.4 billion to 2.6 
billion. Africa's will surge to more than twice its size, from 294 million 
to 742 million. 
The transport infrastructure in the urban areas has failed to keep pace 
with this rapid urbanization and has resulted in unregulated 
automobile use, congestion, and air pollution, degrading the quality of 
urban life.
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